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The following principles acknowledge the expectations scientists bring with them when they review scientific documents.  Recognizing these standards and deliberately using them to your benefit will increase the likelihood that the reader takes away the meaning you intended.  Check to see if your paper reflects these principles.


Common Moves in Introductions


1. Introduce the topic and significance.

2. Summarize relevant previous research.

3. Prepare for the current data by raising a question or indicating a gap/unmet need.

4. Introduce the current study by stating purpose and/or outlining study.

Describing Methods


The methods section of your paper provides the framework within which your results and conclusions will be evaluated.  Therefore, the validity of your results rests on the persuasiveness of your methods section.  

The methods section generally is written in the simple past tense and often employs subheadings.


Common Moves in Methods Sections


1. Identify the subjects of the study (be they patients, bacterial strains, forests, research papers, supernovas, etc.). 

2. Describe materials and procedures.

· Standard procedures are identified without additional explanation.

· Procedures established in previous studies typically appear with citations.

· New procedures, and new applications or revisions of established procedures are explained and justified.

Reporting Results


To convince readers your conclusions are valid, you must present both the major generalizations you are making about your data as well as, in compact form, the data supporting the generalizations.  


Common Moves in Results Sections


1. Reduce data to manageable size (convert raw data to means, averages, etc.) and compare relevant changes or differences.  

2. Generalize trends that led to your conclusions

· Refer readers to graphics explicitly

· Tell them what patterns to notice


Graphic Guidelines

1. Each table or figure must be independent and self-explanatory.  Readers should be able to understand the information presented without having to find the description in the text.  


2. Labels should be clear and brief and are preferred to keys whenever possible.

3. Table titles should appear above and should be as informative as possible.  They should identify the variables being compared in the table.  


4. Figure captions should appear below and should be as informative as possible.  Axes should be labeled clearly.

5. Though they are independent, graphics also must be interdependent within the text.  They should be clearly referred to in the text and should appear as soon after the textual reference as possible.  (Visuals should never precede their text mention, as this can confuse readers.)


Common Moves When Discussing Trends and Implications 

1. Briefly summarize major findings (compared with what others found or compared with what was predicted or might be expected).  Your conclusions should reflect your objectives.

2. Acknowledge the advantages and limitations of the methods used (and comment on how these features may have influenced the observed effects).

3. Explain the implications or findings for current practice or theory.

4. Outline the research questions that remain.
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